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JHTC 2014 Information Sheet – Policies and Tips
I am so pleased to once again have the honor of taking the class photos for the Johns Hopkins Toddler Co-op!  If you don’t know me, I was a member for a wonderful 9 years, between my three children (who are now 13, 10, and 6).  Not surprisingly, I am a big fan of the co-op, so when the idea came up to make a change from the traditional, indoor photos co-op had done in the past to something outdoors with a more lively feel, I was happy to take on the challenge.  Last year I was really pleased with how the photos turned out – once again this year we are limiting the photos to a one-week period, and I will shoot indoors with a white background if the weather does not cooperate.
Picture Day
I will be taking photos during regular class times, the week of April 21st-25th. We will take photos outdoors if it is over 50 degrees and not raining, so some cute layers are a good idea (scarves, cute sweaters).  If it is supposed to be below 50 degrees or raining, I will take photos indoors in front of a white background – I promise they will still be good (.  
I would, ideally, like to photograph the kids one at a time, so they don’t get too distracted by other kids in the area – to that end I will have a sign up sheet in the classrooms, so there will be a “first come, first served” basis for the list.  I will try hard to get through all of the kids before snack time, but if the snack parents could consider bringing in something that is not too messy or colorful for that week, that would be great!
Make Ups

If you miss your class day due to illness or travel, you may make it up on Friday, April 25th, starting at 11:30am—please e-mail me for a time slot (Laura@limepop-photograhy.com).  
Siblings

This year after much discussion with the Board, we have decided that sibling photos will be taken last – after each kid in the class has had a chance to have his or her photo taken.  There will be a separate space on the sign up sheet for siblings.

That said, getting two or three kids to look at the camera and smile is much more challenging than one – especially when we only have 5-10 minutes!  While I am willing to give it a try, if a sibling happens to be in attendance on picture day, I really can’t make any promises about sibling photos turning out nearly as well as they would if you were to book a full session with me.  If I don’t show you the proofs in my gallery, most likely they didn’t turn out well.  That said, there was a photo or two that got lost in editing last year, so if you don’t see your child in the gallery or a sibling shot that had seemed great, feel free to e-mail me.  

Finally, I am willing to try shots with baby siblings, but keep in mind that when I do a baby session, I do it very differently, it involves big blankets and grassy fields and sometimes work best in a well-lit indoor area, very unlike our tiny pocket of good light by the tree at co-op!  So again, no promises!

Class Photos 

I will break for the class photo toward the beginning of circle time.  These are often messy with one or two kids crying, it tends to work better when the parents all hold the kids and get in the photo. I will set up a row of chairs so everyone will fit in the photo (one row standing, one row sitting, one on the floor).  Remember, this can be a neat memento, especially since, given the nature of “Smalltimore” you may look back at future buddies in years to come and realize they were in co-op with your child when they were one (this was true for a close friend of my 13 year old)!  The Class photo will be available as an 8x10 or as a 5x7, it cannot be swapped out for another photo in a package.
Time Crunch!
My time with the co-op kids is not a lot like my usual sessions.  Typically, when I have a session with toddlers, I allot 1-2 hours to get to know them, give them time to warm up, and to take posed photos in several outdoor settings, as well as lots of candid shots.  Then, I fully and artistically edit 20-30 of the best photos for the parents to see, (and my regular prices reflect this intense time commitment.)  I will still do my best to get a natural expression in your child’s photo, but I may need some help with getting them to warm up quickly!  
In preparation, I wouldn’t make a big deal about picture day, maybe don’t even mention it (unless your child will flip out if you spring it on them – one of my kids is like that, so I know how that goes.)  When it is your turn, I will show your child the spot where I would like for him or her to sit, and I know they may or may not go along with that, and we will make the best of it.  It will help me if you encourage your child to follow my directions, but please don’t reprimand them – I deal with tough kids all the time and believe me, threats rarely produce great photos!   Some of my best shots come from lying in the grass as kids who did not want to sit still ran toward me…
If your child needs some encouragement smiling, please don’t ask them to say “cheese” – I am really hoping to get some real smiles – the best thing you can do is silly things like pretending to hit me over the head with something or giving me bunny ears – that way the child is still looking toward the camera and hopefully laughing!  On that note, if your child is only focused on you, please try to stay directly behind me (even crouched down, if I am crouched down) or we will have a lot of photos of your child looking away from the camera.  Those can look good, too – but I feel like we get a better sense of a child’s personality when they look into the camera.  
Proofs

Once I get at least one good shot of your child, we will move on to the next student.  Remember that even though I may take a lot of shots (I need to make sure I “click” when he/she looks my way!)  I will probably still only show you one or two of the very best images at the end, and this is purely due to my own time constraints – I will devote significant time to editing these photos, making sure the one or two that you see is artistically edited in my own bright, fun style and that nose goop and boo boos are edited out.  As much as I would love to give each parent 10 photos to choose from, applying my style of editing for more than one or two photos for every co-op child would be impossible time wise for me, at least at these reduced rates (
What to Wear
My best advice is to choose items with good color, texture (i.e., knits, ruffles, denim) and accessories (if your kids will tolerate them).   I love layers, hats, bows, bright colors and patterns; there is no need, in my opinion, not to embrace color.   Most importantly, I want your child to be comfortable, and for their clothes to reflect something about who they are.   No need to worry about shoes, too much, or pants for that matter, as most of these shots are shoulders-up!  One request:  if you could please check you child’s mouth and nose to see if they need to be wiped, that would be great – I will be stocked with wipes! No need to fret when your child gets a small scratch or bruise on his or her face days before the photo session – I can handle that in post-processing.
Proofing
About a week to 10 days after your class photos, your proofs will be available for viewing on an online gallery accessible via the “client” tab on my website:  www.limepop-photography.com.  I will let you know your password when your gallery is ready, most likely it will be something like “MondayAM” and you will see your whole class’s photos.  

Business Policies

· Print Orders:  Print orders must be made and paid in full by May 2nd.   After this date, the special pricing for JHTC will not longer be in effect and my regular print prices will apply.  To place your order, please print the order form that I will e-mail out when your gallery is ready, either mail it to my home address, which will be on the form, or place it with a check made out to “Limepop Photography” into the “photos” folder at co-op.  In the interest of simplicity, I will not be accepting PayPal payments this year. 
· Final Prints:  Your final print order will be delivered approximately 1-2 weeks after your order has been placed.  I will deliver it into your folder at co-op.  Late orders will incur a $5 shipping fee.
· Portrait Care: Handle your portraits with extreme care. Damage incurred as a result of improper handling, framing or hanging is the responsibility of the client. 

· Sales are Final:  Due to the custom nature of each session, all sales are final.

· Personal Checks: Checks returned by the bank, for any reason, will be charged a $25.00 service charge and all orders will be cancelled if they are not paid in full within three days of notification.

· Usage:  Limepop Photography reserves the right to use the negatives and/or reproductions for display, marketing, publication, or other purposes. Negatives and originals remain the property of Limepop Photography.  If, for some reason, you would prefer that your images not be posted on my photo blog or website, please let me know before your session.   Please note that I value your privacy, and would never give any identifying information about your child or family on my photo blog.  It is just a great way for me to give clients and potential clients a feel for my work.
· Copyright Information:  All images copyrighted by photographer, Laura Prichett of Limepop Photography. It is illegal and unlawful to scan, copy, or reproduce my work. Thank you for respecting my work and livelihood by choosing not to reproduce these images.

· Reprints:  All ordered images will be kept on file for 5 years after your initial order.  You are welcome to place a re-print order from the images you originally purchased. There is a $200 minimum on re-prints.

If you have any questions, please feel free to contact me. 

I look forward to April 7th!
Sincerely,
Laura Prichett
Photographer, Limepop Photography
Laura@limepopphotography.com  
www.limepop-photography.com
(410) 215-4521
